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#Galiciaopen & well-connected

Located in the southwest of Europe, Galicia is one of
the 17 Spanish regions with greatest potential for
business development. Its capital, Santiago de
Compostela, is internationally well-known for its
cultural appeal and it is included in the World Heritage
Site list along with three other cultural manifestations
protected by UNESCO.
Galicia is located in a strategic geographical
position in the north-west of the Iberian Peninsula:
 The closest European location to the Latin American
Platform

Since Galicia is a key point in the Atlantic Seaboard, it will also constitute the
Logistic Platform of the South of Europe both for its strategic location and
capacity to receive maritime traffic. Besides, it has excellent
infrastructures, which are constantly being renewed.

 Connection point with the central axis of the
European Atlantic corridor that enables the access
to 80 million people, with capacity to transport
100,000 tonnes/km a year and it is interconnected
to other European rail corridors. Thus, the Iberian
Peninsula is connected to the rest of Europe

127 Ports

A modern road
network

 It is the only Free Trade Zone in the north-west of
the Iberian Peninsula, with rights on custom duties
and tax benefits for foreign goods

3 Airports

High-speed railroad
network
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Advanced broadband
network

#Galiciaopen to talent

#Galiciaopen to innovation
Galicia is strongly committed to innovation. In fact, the
Government promotes innovation through the Galician
Institute for Economic Promotion (IGAPE), the Galician
Innovation Agency (GAIN) and the Agency for
Technological Modernization (AMTEGA), which together
provide both public and private entities with different
tools such as platforms and observatories for generation
and application of innovation in the region.

3 High Quality Universities
The university public education is constituted by 3
universities: University of Santiago de Compostela,
University of A Coruña and University of Vigo,
which are national and international referent.
These universities received 56,160 students in the last year
and offered a wide range of titles: 146 degrees, 180 masters
and 123 PhD.

2 Campus of International Excellence
Moreover, in Galicia there are 2 Campus of International Excellence promoted by the 3
Public Universities, which foster the specialization of talent in important fields for the
regional economy, such as biotechnology and the maritime sector.
Campus Vida
It is an Internationally recognized campus, which is part of the University of Santiago de
Compostela and it aims to be one of the 100 best biocampuses in the world. It is
committed to improve the innovation in education in order to generate and mobilize
excellent talent. It manages knowledge within the field of life sciences through the
collaboration among public investigation, the health sector and biotech companies.
Campus do Mar:
It is an initiative led by the University of Vigo and promoted by the three Galician public
universities, the Spanish National Research Council and the Spanish Institute of
Oceanography. Its goal is to manage the talent and to optimize the available resources
related to the maritime field.

Highly qualified and productive personnel

The region has a working population of 1,261,900 people, of which 60% has
secondary and higher education. Thus, it is considered one of the most
qualified Spanish regions and with higher degree of human
development.
Human Development Index
Galicia

0.88

0.87

Spain
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Main innovation indicators
€477M of R&D Expenditure (2014)

5,473 researcher (2014)
146 patents (2014)
2 Public Research Bodies: Delegation in
Galicia of the State Agency of the Spanish
National Research Council and the Spanish
Institute of Oceanography.
Galicia stands out for having an advanced network of 24
technological centres which act as strategic business
partners and mean an effective support for R&D through
public-private partnerships. These are known for their high
degree of specialization and technological and scientific
quality. In addition, in 2012 ATIGA ( The Intersectorial
Technology Alliance of Galicia) was created with the aim of
representing the 6 major technological centres of the region.
Thus, it constitutes the principal private institution in the
field of innovation and it provides scientific and
technological support to most of the strategic sectors.

#Galiciaopen to business development & regional competitiveness
Galicia is one of the European regions with higher growth prospects due to the efforts of the local
Government which implements measures to promote business development and competitiveness in
the region
Galician deficit and public debt are below the average of the Spanish regions due to the exhaustive control of the public
accounts carried out by the Government. This has enabled Galicia to meet the EU budgetary commitments.
During the first three quarters of 2015, the working population increased by 21% in comparison to the third quarter of the previous
year.
The GDP growth is expected to be 2.4% in 2015 and 2.7% in 2016, higher than the forecasted growth for the whole Europe
(2%).
In order to increase by 6.5% the share of industry over the GDP reaching a 20% by 2020, Galicia has defined the “Agenda for the
improvement of competitiveness of Galicia, Industry 4.0”. This strategy will imply an investment of €120 million
during the next 6 years in order to revive the industrial sector.
The Government in Galicia provides professional advisory and support services to foreign companies that are willing to
start an investment project in Galicia. Moreover, it offers different lines of support and incentives for new investments in the
region.

Turnover distributed by sectors
The Galician turnover reached €57,843
million in 2014, with 209,244
employees and 25,066 companies. The
industries with higher turnover are the
automative (32%) and textile (26%).
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SOURCE: Galician Institute of Statistics (IGE)

#Galiciaopen to well-being & life quality
Best welfare conditions…

… with a highly efficient education and health systems

Life conditions in Galicia are excellent to experience high
quality life thanks to its demographic configuration, climate
and landscape.
It has a strong public education system, with an extensive
network of schools that enables the Government to
provide educational services with proximity to households. It is
noteworthy that 42% of population between 25 and 34 years
old has higher education in Galicia.

The World Health Organization ranks the Spanish

health system 7th in the world ranking of health
systems. In fact, professionals of the health field trained in
Spain are the most demanded by the rest of the countries in the
European Union due to their excellent education and high
qualification.

Life expectancy in Galicia is higher than the average
of the OECD countries. It is 82.6 years in Galicia
(SERGAS-Galician Health Service, 2013), compared to 80.2
years for the OECD average (Health at a Glance 2015 OECD
indicators).
Galicia has an excellent network of health centres.
There are 38 hospitals, from which 37% are public and the
amount of available beds is 9,638, higher than the national
average (Ministry of Health, Social Services and Equality).
It is also one of the Spanish regions with the highest

expenditure allocated in the public health system. In
2013, Galicia addressed €3,559 million, meaning the 6.5% of
the Galician GDP and 40.4% of the annual budget of the
Galician Government.

#Galiciaopen to investors
A competitive region that is able to attract major
foreign companies
Galicia is the fifth Spanish region with higher accumulated foreign
investment. In fact, the accumulated foreign direct investment in
Galicia represents 13% of its GDP and more than 50,000 jobs are
related to the foreign direct investment.
There are more than 200 subsidiaries of foreign companies in
Galicia. Besides, there are many Galician companies that have
achieved international relevance.
Foreign leading companies in Galicia

Relevant Galician companies in global markets

… and provides industrial land at competitive prices

In Galicia there are more than 100 industrial, commercial and
service areas located throughout the four provinces, reaching a total
surface of 47,000,000 m².
In addition, it is planned to build or have already started to
construct new business parks, which will increase the supply of
surface in more than 25,000,000 m², reaching a whole amount of
72,000,000 m².
Moreover, the Government approved in 2015 a plan of subsidized
prices for the exploitation and acquisition of developed industrial
land.
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2. The biotechnology
sector in Galicia
www.galicia.es

An attractive market
Galicia is one of the driving forces of the Spanish biotech industry, both for the quality of its research
and business. The importance of life science in the region and the wealth in terms of natural resources
have fostered the high growth of biotechnology during the last years.
Main indicators of the Biotech industry
Turnover
(2014)

€244M

Galicia is the 2nd region in Spain
Average
with the highest
pharmaceutical
% of companies
pharmaceutical
expenditure
belonging to the
expenditure
per capita, reaching an average
biotechnology
per capita
industry
cost of €247.9 in 2014, which is
(2013)
much higher than the national
6th region in Spain in terms of
average (€200.1).

5.07%

distribution of companies in the sector

% of companies
that use
biotechnology in
Galicia

Amount of jobs
(2014)

6.78%

1,267

(2013)
5th region in Spain with highest number of
companies using biotechnology

R&D
Expenditure in
biotechnology
in Galicia

% of employees
working on
R&D&I

€67M

20%

(2014)

(2014)
6th region in Spain in terms of R&D
expenditure

% of
expenditure in
extramural
R&D in the
pharmaceutical
industry (2014)

4.6%

5th region in Spain with highest
investment in R&D in the
pharmaceutical industry carried out
in collaboration among
pharmaceutical companies and
universities, hospitals and public
R&D centres.
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Within the Smart Specialization Strategy for
Galicia, the Government will bet on the
development of the biotechnology sector,
which will constitute a strategic sector for
the regional economy.

A strong and solvent business network
The companies belonging to the biotechnology industry in Galicia compose a young sector with great
potential and are present in international markets. These develop innovative and specialized products
and services particularly for the pharmaceutical industry, the field of functional foods and the vaccines
developed by applying genetic engineering
The Galician biotech companies are grouped in the Galician biotechnology
cluster called BIOGA, which is an initiative promoted by the Galician
Government which aims to enhance the biotech industry and to position it as a
strategic lever for the economical development of the region and its Smart
Specialization Strategy.
The biotechnology industry in Galicia covers the following 5 important
activities, in which we can find nationally and internationally known
companies.

Functional foods

Genetics

Animal health

Specialization fields
Auxiliary
industries for
pharmaceutical
development

Active ageing and
healthy lifestyle

www.galicia.es

Main services provided by the BIOGA Cluster

Since it was founded, Bioga has performed various
activities with the aim of promoting intersectoral
networking, enabling an easier access to finance,
reinforcing entrepreneurship, internationalization and
competitiveness of companies.
Main services
Networking
promotion

Talent management

Internationalization

Funding attraction

Cross-sectoral
cooperation

Competitiveness
improvement

Promoting activities and events

The Galician Government, together with the Bioga
Cluster and the Galician Innovation Agency, initiates
several programmes in order to foster
internationalization and attraction of national and
foreign investment in the sector.
Among these activities that reinforce the networking
and opportunities in the sector, the following relevant
events for the biotech industry take place in Galicia:
the BioSpain (2014) fair, the Agrobiotech Innovation
Meeting (2015), and the Fifth edition of the Bio
Investor Day prepared by Bioga.

Natural resources
The Biotechnology industry in Galicia will benefit from the support of the Government, since the
preservation and empowerment of natural resources is one of the strategic challenges of the Smart
Specialization Strategy. In this sense, the biotechnology is a key sector to achieve this goal by
introducing innovations that enable a more efficient exploitation of natural resources, with the
greatest added value

Empowerment of the
Sea
The introduction of biotech
innovation in secondary
products and waste coming
from the sea, in order to use it
in the development of higher
added value products such as
cosmetics, food additives and
pharmacological products.

Aquaculture
Biotechnology will create value
by promoting biodiversity and
efficiency within the different
growing stages in aquaculture.
Besides, it will improve the
mechanisms against
pathologies.

Biomass and marine
energy
Thanks to the biotechnology it
will be possible to make a better
use of the natural resources in
Galicia. In this way, the
energetic industry will be more
diversified.

Active ageing and
welfare
Advanced biotechnological
services to be applied in the
pharmaceutical industry and the
generation of new thermal
products.
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Appropriate climate for innovation and training

Galicia is one of the Spanish regions with higher investment in R&D in
biotechnology thanks to the infrastructures and research groups that are
present in the region

Singular Research Centres
The capacity to generate knowledge and innovation in the region relies on the
existence of a Singular Research Centre Newtork belonging to Campus Vida, a
biocampus of international excellence which promotes education and research in
the Life Science field. These centres are specialized in the resolution of scientific
matters related to Biomedicine, Medicinal Chemistry, Bioinformatics and Animal
Research.

CEBEGA
Biomedicine

Medicinal Chemistry

Bioinformatics
and ICT for health

Clinical Animal
Research

A great number of academic spin-offs
The generation of knowledge in Galicia has been transferred to the market thanks
to the spin-offs that have been set in the Galician universities. With them, the
industry has become more innovative with more chances to grow and compete
internationally.

Research in Drug Discovery & Characterization
Galicia has also a strong position in the area of Drug Discovery & Characterization.
This is promoted by several players such as the Innopharma platform, which
provides researchers with the necessary infrastructures for the early drug
discovery as well as specialized companies like Galchimia and AMSlab.

www.galicia.es

In Galicia there are great opportunities to
progress in the biotech industry due to the highly
qualified workforce and the several bodies with
capabilities to generate valuable know-how
Universities:
The Galician Universities are the main players in the
generation of knowledge in the field, supported by the
broad experience of the researchers, which have results
that lead various international rankings.
Campus Vida and Campus do Mar:
In Galicia there are two Campus of International
Excellence promoted by the Galician universities and
their main goals are the training of researchers and
postgraduates and the progress of talent in the fields of
life sciences and marine sciences. Therefore, both
campuses play a very relevant role in the progress of
biotechnology for its application in the promotion of
talent and optimization of resources in those fields.
Research centres:
In Galicia there are many research centres with a great
recognition such as Gradiant, the Technological Institute
of Galicia, the technological centre belonging to AnfacoCopesca and EnergyLab, which foster the progress of
innovation.
Biomedical research foundations:
These are also very active bodies when it comes to foster
the biotechnological industry, since they develop
innovative projects in the fields of social assistance,
health and biotechnology. For instance, we can find the
Galician Public Foundation of Genomic Medicine, the
foundation of R&D&I in biomedicine called Ramon
Rodriguez and the Foundations that are attached to the
hospitals in Vigo, Santiago and Coruña.

Support service for investors

The Galician Government, through
The Galician Institute for Economic
Promotion (IGAPE) is able to offer
an exclusive integral support
service for
investors in order to guarantee
them excellent working
conditions for the correct
management and development
of their projects.

In order to make this service closer to
international companies, The Galician
Institute for Economic Promotion (IGAPE)
has a Network of Business Platforms
Outside Galicia (PEXGA). These
platforms act as a bridge of communication
to carry out international projects that will
take place in Galicia. This network also
provides services to Galician companies
that are willing to set activities in foreign
markets.
www.investingalicia.com
www.galicia.es

Support service for investors
Besides, the Galician government, through different bodies and public programmes promotes
economic development giving aid and financial support for investment projects in the region
Invest in Galicia

Non-repayable grants

One of the main functions of The Galician Institute for Economic Promotion consists
on giving support and incentives to create employment in the region, improve the
financial capacity of companies and enhance the investment in the acquisition of
equipment. This support is processed through several programmes coming from the
Galician Government and the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness.

These grants are managed and processed by The Galician Institute for Economic
Promotion (IGAPE) and their main goal is to support investment projects, both those
which imply a business expansion and those which mean a new implementation.

Managing body: The Galician Institute for Economic Promotion (IGAPE)

Managing body: The Galician Institute for Economic Promotion (IGAPE)

Website: www. investingalicia.com

Website: www. investingalicia.com

Financial instruments

“FEDER-INNTERCONECTA”
and “Conecta PYME”

This program consists on the management of loans by The Galician Institute for
Economic Promotion (IGAPE). Its goal is to help businesses to obtain loans on
generous terms in order to finance investment projects in companies that are willing
to expand a project or implement a new one.

These two programmes are aimed to foster the cooperation among SMEs and with
other organizations that promote innovation in Galicia. They give support to research
and innovation projects that are market-oriented and that could imply a relevant
technological and industrial progress for the region.

Managing body: The Galician Institute for Economic Promotion (IGAPE)

Managing body: The Galician Innovation Agency (GAIN), The Centre for the
Development of Industrial Technology (CDTI) and The Galician Institute for
Economic Promotion (IGAPE)

Website: www.investingalicia.com

Website: www.gain.xunta.es

Support for the creation of Mixed
Research Units (UMI-”Unidades Mixtas
de Investigación”)

Other instruments: Xesgalicia

This program aims to support the creation of Mixed Research Units between
companies and research bodies or technology centres in Galicia so they cooperate to
carry out a relevant R&D projects.

XesGalicia is a Galician Venture Capital Management firm which supports
financially the expansion and new implementation of projects. It funds business
development through temporary minority shareholdings in the equity of companies.
In addition, it provides ordinary or participative loans for the companies in which it
has holdings.

Managing body: Galician Innovation Agency

Organismo gestor del programa: Xesgalicia

Website: www.gain.xunta.es

Website: www.xesgalicia.gal

www.galicia.es

The Galician Institute for Economic Promotion (IGAPE)
+34-981-541173
www.investingalicia.com

